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of the taxpayers’ dollars. And that is fitting, 
because very soon, each one of those dollars 
will bear the signature of Secretary John 
Snow. 

Congratulations. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the Cash 
Room at the Treasury Building. In his remarks, 
he referred to Chief Judge J. Harvie Wilkinson 
III of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit; and Carolyn Snow, wife of Secretary 
Snow. The transcript released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of 
Secretary Snow.

Proclamation 7647—Establishment 
of the Governors Island National 
Monument 
February 7, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On the north tip of Governors Island, at 

the confluence of the Hudson and East Riv-
ers, stand two fortifications that served as an 
outpost to protect New York City from sea 
attack. These two important historic objects, 
Castle Williams and Fort Jay, are part of a 
National Historic Landmark District des-
ignated in 1985. Between 1806 and 1811, 
these fortifications were constructed as part 
of the First and Second American Systems 
of Coastal Fortification. Castle Williams and 
Fort Jay represent two of the finest examples 
of defensive structures in use from the Ren-
aissance to the American Civil War. They 
also played important roles in the War of 
1812, the American Civil War, and World 
Wars I and II. 

These fortifications were built on the most 
strategic defensive positions on the island. 
Fort Jay, constructed between 1806 and 
1809, is on the highest point of the island 
from which its glacis originally sloped down 
to the waterfront on all sides. Castle Wil-
liams, constructed between 1807 and 1811, 
occupies a rocky promontory as close as pos-
sible to the harbor channels and served as 
the most important strategic defensive point 
in the entrance to the New York Harbor. 

Governors Island was managed by the 
United States Army and the United States 
Coast Guard for nearly 200 years, but is no 
longer required for defense or Coast Guard 
purposes. It provides an excellent oppor-
tunity for the public to observe and under-
stand the harbor history, its defense, and its 
ecology. Its proximity to lower Manhattan 
also makes it an appropriate location from 
which to reflect upon the tragic events of 
September 11, 2001. 

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 
Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431) (the ‘‘Antiquities 
Act’’), authorizes the President, in his discre-
tion, to declare by public proclamation his-
toric landmarks, historic and prehistoric 
structures, and other objects of historic or 
scientific interest that are situated upon the 
lands owned or controlled by the Govern-
ment of the United States to be national 
monuments, and to reserve as a part thereof 
parcels of land, the limits of which in all cases 
shall be confined to the smallest area com-
patible with the proper care and manage-
ment of the objects to be protected. 

A Governors Island National Monument 
was established by Proclamation 7402 of Jan-
uary 19, 2001, in order to protect the two 
fortifications. The monument, however, re-
mained subject to Public Law 105–33, sec-
tion 9101, 111 Stat. 670 (August 5, 1997), 
which required the entire island, including 
the monument lands, to be sold with a right 
of first offer to the State and City of New 
York. 

Whereas the State and City of New York 
each executed a consent and waiver of the 
right of first offer regarding Governors Is-
land; and 

Whereas the portion of Governors Island 
described on the accompanying land descrip-
tion was sold to the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation (National Trust), on Janu-
ary 31, 2003, and the remainder of Governors 
Island was sold to the Governors Island Pres-
ervation and Education Corporation 
(GIPEC) of the State and City of New York, 
on January 31, 2003; and 

Whereas the National Trust, on January 
31, 2003, relinquished and conveyed to the 
United States of America all lands owned by 
the National Trust on Governors Island; and 

VerDate Jan 31 2003 12:08 Feb 11, 2003 Jkt 200250 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P06FET4.007 P06FET4



169Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

Whereas such relinquishment and con-
veyance have been accepted by the Secretary 
of the Interior (Secretary) pursuant to the 
Antiquities Act; and 

Whereas it appears that it would be in 
the public interest to preserve Castle Wil-
liams, Fort Jay, and certain lands and build-
ings necessary for the care and management 
of the Castle and Fort as the Governors Is-
land National Monument; 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by the authority vested in me by section 2 
of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 
U.S.C. 431), do proclaim that there are here-
by set apart and reserved as the Governors 
Island National Monument for the purpose 
of protecting the objects identified above, all 
lands and interests in lands owned or con-
trolled by the United States within the 
boundaries described on the accompanying 
land description, which is attached to and 
forms a part of this proclamation. The Fed-
eral land and interests in land reserved con-
sist of approximately 22 acres, together with 
appurtenant easements for all necessary pur-
poses and any associated federally owned 
personal property of historic interest, which 
is the smallest area compatible with the prop-
erty care and management of the objects to 
be protected. 

All Federal lands and interests in lands 
within the boundaries of this monument are 
hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all 
forms of entry, location, selection, sale, or 
leasing or other disposition under the public 
land laws, including but not limited to with-
drawal from location, entry, and patent under 
the mining laws, and from disposition under 
all laws relating to mineral and geothermal 
leasing. 

The Secretary shall manage the monument 
consistent with the purposes and provisions 
of this proclamation. For the purpose of pre-
serving, restoring, and enhancing the public 
visitation and appreciation of the monument, 
the Secretary shall prepare a management 
plan for the monument within 3 years of the 
date of this proclamation. Further, to the ex-
tent authorized by law, the Secretary shall 
promulgate any additional regulations need-
ed for the proper care and management of 
the objects identified above. 

The establishment of this monument is 
subject to valid existing rights, if any such 
rights are present. 

Nothing in this proclamation shall be 
deemed to revoke any existing withdrawal, 
reservation, or appropriation; however, the 
national monument shall be the dominant 
reservation. 

Warning is hereby given to all unauthor-
ized persons not to appropriate, injure, de-
stroy, or remove any feature of this monu-
ment and not to locate or settle upon any 
of the lands thereof. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of February, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:06 a.m., February 10, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation and its attached annexes 
will be published in the Federal Register on Feb-
ruary 11.

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

February 1
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 

President had an intelligence briefing. Later, 
after learning of the disintegration of the 
Space Shuttle Columbia on its landing ap-
proach earlier in the day, he had a telephone 
conversation with NASA Administrator Sean 
O’Keefe. He and Mrs. Bush then returned 
to Washington, DC. 

On his arrival in the afternoon, the Presi-
dent had telephone conversations from the 
Oval Office with Administrator O’Keefe and 
then family members of the seven astronauts 
killed in the accident. Later, in the Roosevelt 
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